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Expected Standards: C Grade Descriptors 
 
The Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting policy requires all public school principals and teachers to make 
judgements of student achievement in relation to expected standards.  Descriptions of expected standards 
(linked to an end of year C grade) have been developed to assist principals and teachers in this process.  
Decisions regarding ‘if’ and ‘how’ to use the expected standard descriptors are made by individual schools. 
 
The descriptors of expected standards have been developed in close collaboration with focus groups of 
teachers.  The development process also drew upon available data sets and the draft National Curriculum 
achievement standards. 
 
The descriptors of expected standards have underpinned the development of the Department of Education’s 
student A-E exemplars: 
 work samples that exemplify the standards associated with a ‘C’ grade are at the expected standard; 
 achievement associated with the D (and where included, ‘E’) grade work samples does not meet the 

expected standard; 
 standards associated with the achievement of ‘A’ and ‘B’ grades exceed the expected standard. 

 
The descriptors of expected standards do not attempt to encompass all of the knowledge, understandings 
and skills in the particular learning area that should be taught in a particular year of schooling.  Teachers 
may refer to the K-10 Syllabus for this information.  Teachers will continue to use a range and variety of 
assessment information collected throughout the year to determine a final grade for the purpose of reporting 
to parents.  It is not intended that teachers use the descriptors of expected standards to assess individual 
pieces of work. 
 
The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society 
and environment.  For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  The descriptors of expected standards can be viewed 
online or printed.   
 
During the development process, teachers advised on the format in which the descriptors would be of most 
use.  As such, the format used to describe the expected standards varies across learning areas.  For 
example, descriptors for each of the art forms are provided for the arts; the English descriptors are organised 
by the reading, writing, viewing and speaking and listening outcomes; and separate standards have been 
developed for each of the languages.  Please refer to individual learning area descriptors of expected 
standards for specific information on format variation. 
 
Over the next six months, we are keen to receive feedback to further refine the descriptors.  This will ensure 
that they will continue to meet the needs of principals and teachers.  Please forward all feedback to 
curriculumsupport@det.wa.edu.au.  All feedback will be considered. 
 
Arts Learning Area 
Descriptors of expected standards for the Arts learning area are provided for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  The 
descriptors of expected standards are organised by outcomes.  Consistent with initial developments in the 
National Curriculum, Arts Ideas and Arts Skills and Processes have been combined as 
Making/Creating/Performing or Presenting or Producing as relevant to each of the arts forms.  Whilst all 
outcomes are included in the descriptors, it is acknowledged that not all schools will attend to all outcomes in 
each year. 
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Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 1) – The Arts - Media 

Making/Creating/Performing  

By the end of Year 1, students participate in the use of media for their own enjoyment.  They express their ideas 
through simple media productions, using technologies and techniques.  They use some media codes, as directed 
by the teacher in a particular media form.  They use safe practices including the use of equipment and 
technologies. 

Responding  

Students answer teacher prompted questions about the media they have experienced and share their ideas 
about what happened. 

In context 

Students identify different media forms, such as television, film, radio, DVD, video games and print. 
 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 2) – The Arts - Media 

The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society and 
environment.  For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  Teachers of years 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are advised to refer to 
the descriptors for the year levels above and below that of the students they teach. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 3) – The Arts – Media 

Making/Creating/Performing  

By the end of Year 3, students participate in the use of media for their own enjoyment.  They explore and express 
their ideas through simple media productions.  They retell or imitate popular stories to share with others through 
the use of media technologies and techniques.  They have an understanding of some media codes and apply 
these as directed by the teacher in a particular media form.  They begin to have an awareness of audience and 
purpose in their media work and this may influence the choices they make.  They follow teacher instructions, work 
collaboratively and demonstrate responsibility for equipment, using safe practices. 

Responding  

Students answer teacher prompted questions about the media they have experienced and/or created, offering 
opinions about what they did or didn’t like.   
 

In context 

Students identify some media forms accessed in a variety of viewing contexts such as photographs or films.They 
recognise that some people work in the Media industry. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 4) – The Arts - Media 

The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society and 
environment.   For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  Teachers of years 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are advised to refer to 
the descriptors for the year levels above and below that of the students they teach. 
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Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 5) – The Arts – Media 

Making/Creating/Performing 

By the end of Year 5, students explore ideas with purpose, through using the conventions of media forms and 
genres.  They imitate and replicate short narrative or emotive sequences using technologies and techniques.  
They are able to outline a clear beginning, middle and end in their narrative structures, using appropriate planning 
frameworks, rehearsing and refining their work.  With teacher guidance, they consider audience and purpose.  In 
selecting and using tools and technologies, the students are able to identify and use safe practices.  They are 
beginning to work collaboratively to achieve complete productions for audiences.  Students reflect and give 
reasons for their choices about their work. 

Responding  

Students describe and make observations about their media experiences.  They use some media terminology to 
describe elements of particular forms and genres.   

In context 

Students identify some of the different purposes of media, such as entertainment, information and advertising.  
Students recognise that people work in media in a variety of occupations, such as camera person, directors, 
newsreaders and editors.  They can identify some of the equipment needed to produce a media text. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 6) – The Arts - Media 

The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society and 
environment.  For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  Teachers of years 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are advised to refer to 
the descriptors for the year levels above and below that of the students they teach. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 7) – The Arts – Media 

Making/Creating/Producing  

By the end of Year 7, students participate in a range of different media activities in specific media forms such as 
film, magazine, radio.  They construct and make creative decisions, including thoughtful representation of 
individuals or groups and their productions are influenced by the target audience and purpose.  With teacher 
guidance, they develop skills such as planning short scripts, preparing storyboards and operating equipment.  
They demonstrate understanding of media conventions or the use of predictable order in media productions and 
begin to use these techniques to reinforce meaning in their work.  They recognise the importance of editing or 
publishing to refine their work.  Students work with others to develop problem solving skills.  They are beginning to 
set and meet their own short term goals.  Using specific media terminology, students record and reflect on the 
processes and choices used when making their own media works.  Students identify and apply safe practices. 

Responding  

Students explain the choices they have made in their media work.  They give reasons for their judgements about 
ways in which key features and elements of media have been used to express ideas, feelings and purpose, using 
specific media terminology.  They discuss the forms and conventions observed in the media works of others. 

In Context 

Students identify and discuss aspects of media in contemporary life, such as advertising or merchandising and 
the impact on target audiences and provide examples of these.  They identify a range of roles people can play in 
media production, including photographers, journalists, graphic artists and editors. 
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Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 8) – The Arts - Media 

The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society and 
environment.  For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  Teachers of years 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are advised to refer to 
the descriptors for the year levels above and below that of the students they teach. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 9) – The Arts – Media 

Making/Creating/Performing  

By the end of Year 9, students use a range of media technologies, techniques, structures and conventions to 
experiment and find solutions to set tasks.  Students plan, create and restructure their media works for a variety 
of audiences and purposes.  They begin to show an understanding of specific individual or group representation.  
They are able to take specific production roles such as camera work or editing to work on given tasks and 
timelines.  They show a developing awareness to choose and combine specific elements of media and 
appropriate media terminology to describe and give reasons for their choices.  They are able to work 
independently and in groups without the consistent need for teacher supervision.  They identify and apply safe 
practices. 

Responding  

Students recognise the strengths and weaknesses of their own and others’ work and justify the choices they have 
made in their media work.  They use appropriate media terminology when discussing and responding to media 
experiences.   

In Context 

Students identify the purpose, function and value of media in contemporary society, as well as some of the 
associated costs and benefits.  They are able to identify a range of production, managerial and technical jobs and 
careers in the media. 

 
 

Expected Standard: C Grade Descriptor (Year 10) – The Arts - Media 

The descriptors of expected standards are available for Years 1-10 in English, maths, science and society and 
environment.  For all other learning areas, in which learning contexts are not necessarily continuous, 
descriptors are available for Years 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9.  Teachers of years 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are advised to refer to 
the descriptors for the year levels above and below that of the students they teach. 

 


